
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Early North American Cultures 
 
Unit Designers: Fourth Grade Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 4 

 
Time Span: 11 week, 1st Trimester 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
The first Americans probably came from Asia. These were the ancestors of the Native Americans who 
settled North America, and developed many different ways of living. Four regions of North America 
including pertinent land and water forms will be studied: the Pacific Northwest, the Plains, the Southwest, 
and the Eastern Woodlands. Special emphasis will be given to the Wabanaki tribes within the Eastern 
Woodlands. Students will learn about the similarities and differences among early cultures of North 
America including food, shelter, environment, and culture. Using historical resources, students will 
explore the secrets of the past unveiled by archaeologists, and determine how they have shaped the 
present. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Applications of Social Studies Processes, Knowledge, and Skills 
A.1. Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues: Students identify and 
answer research questions related to social studies by locating and selecting information and presenting 
findings. 
 
A.2. Making Decisions Using Social Studies Knowledge and Skills: Students make individual and 
collaborative decisions on matters related to social studies using relevant information and research and 
discussion skills. 
 
C. Economics 
C.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in Economics: Students understand 
economic aspects of unity and diversity in the community, Maine, and regions of the United States and 
the world, including Maine Native American communities. 
 
D. Geography 
D.1. Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns: Students understand the geography of 
the community, Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world. 
 
D.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in Geography: Students understand 
geographic aspects of unity and diversity in the community, Maine, and regions of the United States and 
the world, including Maine Native American communities 
 
E. History 
E.1. Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns: Students understand various major eras 
in the history of the community, Maine, and the United States. 
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E.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in History: Students understand 
historical aspects of unity and diversity in the community, Maine, and the United States, including Maine 
Native American communities. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know and understand what a community is 
 Identify the continents and oceans 
 Know the term, “Native American” in reference to aboriginal people 
 Understand the concept of similarity and difference 
 
 Skills: 
 Use research skills (print and non-print), including technological research 
 Using physical and political maps 
 Find directions using a compass rose 
 Read text for information 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Environment influences cultural development. 
Societies from similar historical periods may have different degrees of sophistication. 
The search for food and shelter led to the migration of early groups of people. 
Archaeologists help us understand the history and culture of previous generations. 
Geography influences similarities and differences in cultures. 
Geography influences daily life both in the present and in the past. 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How does the development of technology advance societies and cultures? 
What causes advancement in technology? 
What effects did technological advancement have on early cultures of North America? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

Declarative Knowledge Procedural Knowledge 
Students will know and be able to: 
♦ compare four past cultures of North America 
♦ summarize the concept of migration using examples 
from North American Native cultures 
♦ explain the role of archaeologists in history, culture 
and geography 
♦ describe the differences and similarities among the 
four identified Native North American cultures 
♦ construct a map showing early movement and 
migration in North America 
♦ establish connections between past and present 
cultures of North America 
♦ explain how geography creates both unity and 
diversity among people. 
♦ compare how geography impacted daily life in the 
past and impacts the present 
♦ identify the four major Native North American 
regions on a map 

Students will be able to: 
♦ demonstrate effective and efficient note-taking skills 
♦ create graphic organizers to demonstrate knowledge 
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Vocabulary 
archaeologist 
culture 
society 
migration 
history 
geography 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Create charts and other graphic organizers to demonstrate knowledge of Native North American cultures 
of the past and present 
Respond to essay questions on a common summative assessment 
Create maps 
Write notes about information they are learning 
Summarize and discuss text readings 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Participate in a simulated archeological dig related to North American native artifacts. 
Read and discuss informational texts. 
Video on early North American migrations & culture 
Practice note-taking 
Create graphic organizers showing knowledge of four North American native cultures 
Read and discuss text, literature, and primary source documents 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Individual students may be asked to recreate simulated artifacts and provide oral presentations 
Students may be assigned brief oral reports on specific aspects of a Native North American culture. 
Students may be assigned to use internet research on a topic relevant to the unit 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
PowerPoint Jeopardy Game 
Internet research of specific topics related to the unit 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Library books 
Library videos: Native American series 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
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